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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



^ An automatic user preference detection system, comprising: 

an accessing device to access attribute information of media content files 
i^tributed to a user by a media content file distribution source; 

a database to store a preference file for each user of the media content file 
distribution source, wherein the preference file for each user is utilized to determine 
which media content file to select to distribute to the user; 

a program adapted to learn, based on the user's responses to the play of media 
content files, the user'sSnedia content file preferences. 

2. The system of claim 1, whereiirthe media content files are music files. 

3. The system of claim 1, wherein a ra\^at which the program learns the user's media content 
file preferences is configurable. 

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the system l^rns from the user's responses made with a user 
control point. 

^The system of claim 4, wherein the user control point is a remote control. 

The system of claim 1, wherein the media content files are sent to the user in an Internet 



7. The sysfem of claim 1 , wherein the program is programmable to periodically select media 
content files bztsed upon alternative criteria. 

8. The system of claim i\wherein the program is further adapted to learn based on the 
responses of other users of tfte^media content distribution source to the play of media content 
files having similar attributes. 

9. An automatic user preference detection systeKh compnsing: 
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a database to store a media content preference file for a user of a media content 
^distribution source; 

a read/write device to read from and write to the database; 
a program adapted to learn, based on the user's responses to the play of media 
content files, the user's media content file preferences. 

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the media content files are music files. 

1 1 . The system of claim 9, wherein a rate at which the program learns the user's media content 
file preferences is configurable. 

12. The system of claim 9^ wherein the system learns from the user's responses made with a user 
control point. 

13. The system of claim 9, whe^in the media content files are sent to the user in an Internet 
stream. 

14. The system of claim 9, wherein th^torogram is programmable to periodically select media 
content files based upon alternative criteria. 

15. The system of claim 9, wherein the program is further adapted to learn based on the 
responses of other users of the media content attribution source to the play of media content 
files having similar attributes. 

A method of automatically detecting media content preferences of a user of a media content 
file dbtQbution source, the method comprising: 

accfessmg attribute informajtion Jf media content files distributed to a user by the 
media content file distribution source; 

reading from and writirigsto a database in which a media content preference file is 
stored for a user of the media content file"disfribution source; 
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ulitizing a program that determines, based on a user's responses during the play of 
media content files, the user's media content preferences, wherein the program selects 
me&ia content files to send to the user based on the determination of the user's media 
content file preferences. 

17. The methok of claim 16, wherein the media content files are music files. 

18. The method of claim 16, wherein a rate at which the program learns the user's media content 
preferences is configurable. 

19. The method of claimvl6, wherein the system learns from the user's responses made with a 
user control point. \ 

20. The method of claim 16, wherein the enteitainmejrtkontent is sent to the user in an Internet 
stream. \ U 

21. The method of claim 16, wherein, the program reprogrammable to periodically select media 
content files based upon altemative\riteria. 

22. The method of claim 16, wherein the program is further adapted to learn based on the 
responses of other users of the media contimt distribution source to the play of media content 
files having similar attributes. \ 

23. A preference detection software program comprising: 

a computer-readable medium; and \ 

a computer-readable program code, stored on the computer-readable medium, 
utilized for \ 

receiving attribute information of media content files distributed by a 
media content distribution source, \ 
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reading from and writing to a database media content preference files used 
\ by the media content distribution source, 

\ determining, based on responses of a user of the media content distribution 

\ source to playing of media content and responses of other users to media files 
Vith similar attributes, the user's entertainment content preferences, and 

\ selecting media content files to send to the user based on the user's 
deterrkined media content file preferences. 

24. The preference detection software program of claim 23, wherein the media content files are 
music files. \ 

25. The preference detection software program of clmm 2B, wherein a rate at which the program 
learns the user's media contenrpreferences is confi^abje. 

26. The preference detection software \rogram of claim 23, wherein the system learns from the 
user's responses made with a user control point. 

27. The preference detection software program of claim 23, wherein the media content files are 
sent to the user in an Internet stream. \ 

28. The preference detection software program of cKum 23, wherein the program is 
programmable to periodically select media content files based upon alternative criteria. 

29. The preference detection software program of claim 23)ywherein the program is further 
adapted to learn based on the responses of other users of tnfe media content distribution 
source to the play of media content files having similar attributes. 





